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Collating the results from 2008, 2010 and 2011, reptiles are known to be occupying ACOs at eight of the ten 

sites. Given that of the ten sites now being monitored only one was selected because reptiles were seen there 

(the airstrip), occupancy at eight sites is encouraging and indicative of skinks being very widespread on 

Motu Kaikoura in a wide variety of habitat types. The two sites where reptiles have yet to be seen are in 

mature coastal forest and in the ridge pines. Both of these sites had minimal undergrowth when the ACOs 

were first installed but the habitat quality of these sites is improving with the regeneration of the understorey 

following the removal of deer.  

 

Detection of Gecko Species 
ACOs target ground-dwelling lizard species and have low detection rates for arboreal gecko species. Closed 

cell foam covers (CCF) which mimic pieces of loose bark on trees has recently emerged as the leading 

method for monitoring arboreal gecko species in New Zealand (Bell 2009).  The draft Biodiversity Plan for 

Motu Kaikoura recommends the installation of 200 CCF covers on Motu Kaikoura: three transects of 40 

within coastal habitats and two transects of 40 within broadleaf forest remnants. This sampling strategy is 

the standard method employed by Auckland Council which will facilitate the comparison of results with 

other studies in the region. CCF covers would significantly expand the lizard monitoring programme on 

Motu Kaikoura and incorporate a method that targets species such as forest gecko and Pacific gecko. 

 

Pitfall Trapping 
Shore skink were seen at Boulder Bay during the installation of ACOs in December 2007. At this time there 

was also a tentative sighting of egg-laying skink. Assessment of the lizard populations on this boulder beach, 

where the abundance of cover is almost unlimited, will require pitfall trapping. This technique requires 

handling in order to remove reptiles from the traps and would require a research and collection permit from 

the Department of Conservation. Pitfall traps could be permanently installed if they had lids, with the lids 

removed for each annual survey period; this would allow the monitoring of lizards to continue using only 

one survey trip per year. 

 

Pitfall trapping can be used to monitor changes in the abundance of lizard species. This method could be 

employed within forest and shrubland habitats to monitor long-term changes in lizard populations. 

 

Thank you to the Lion Foundation  
for their very generous grant for the new sewerage system. We now have an 

up to date, hygienic system which will be much appreciated by the many 

groups that visit. 
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 111 call for an outboard motor! 

 

Trustee Rod will take you on the journey  
 

On Tuesday 29 November 2011, responding to a call from our caretaker Will Scarlett that the outboard had 

problems, Rodney Aero Club member Ross Hendricksen and I flew to the island (after taking out the back 

seat of the plane) to collect it. We stayed overnight. Always a delight and privilege. 

 

Next day we worked the tides and pulled the boat out at Old House Bay, cleaned up the motor, transported it 

on the mule to the airfield ready to fly. This required the removal of the two front aircraft seats to 

accommodate fitting the motor, gently settle and tie it in place and then fly back to Kaipara Flats at 6 p.m. 

P.S. We put the front seats back!  

 

 

On Thursday 1 December another club member Wayne 

Drinnan and his father came out to Kaipara Flats and helped 

lift the outboard on to the trailer. Remove and replace seats 

again and do appropriate form filling.  We delivered the 

motor to Mahurangi Marine at Snells Beach for stripping 

and costings. 

 

 

It was decided that it could be repaired at under half the cost 

of a new outboard so the Trust made the decision to repair it. 

It had water leaking into cylinders so needed a rebore, new pistons, rings, bearings, valve grind, seals, filters, 

head plane, new anodes and oil. An hour meter was fitted and a long test run carried out. 

 

With the Christmas rush in full swing, holidays fast 

approaching and parts having to be purchased overseas it was 

finally all ready by Friday 6 January. It was collected on the 

trailer, transported to the airfield where trustee Ron Burr and 

grandson came to the airfield for loading and the reverse 

process took place with seat removals, etc. Loaded other gear 

into the trusty Cessna 172 ZK EJR and flew to Motu Kaikoura. 

The Fasher family (previous island owners) and friends were 

staying in the lodge so we got their assistance to gently lift the 

motor out of the aircraft. One of their group was a body 

builder so we put him to good use. The motor was then 

delivered to the boat ready to install the next day. 

 

 

On Tuesday 10 January the motor was installed and taken for a test run with Will. All was okay.  

Not a simple process being on an isolated island. When on the mainland it is just a drive to the repair shop 

with your boat on the trailer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to all those involved especially Wayne of Mahurangi Marine 

for giving the job priority at a very busy time of the year. 

Outboard being secured in plane 




